Reef gleaning in the Philippines:

Does it contribute to poverty alleviation & nutrient security?
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] = Findings presented are from the EEPSEA-funded study “Economics of reef
fISherl eS gleaning in the Philippines: Impacts on the Coastal Environment, Household
i . Economy and Nutrition” by Asuncion B. De Guzman, Zenaida M. Sumalde,
Ilke rGEf gleanln g, Mariel Denerie B. Colance, Mierra Flor V. Ponce, and Gemlyn Mar S. Rance.

Five popular gleaning sites in the Philippines’ Mindanao and Visayas group of
islands were surveyed. Reef gleaning, a form of subsistence fisheries, is an
almost daily activity in all five sites. It is done on seagrass beds, rocky reef flats,
and along the edge of mangrove forests. It involves men, women and children.
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Edible mollusks,
sea urchins, and
sea cucumbers
are common
invertebrates in a

gleaner’s catch.
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High gleaning effort and destructive harvesting

Although contribution to household income methods have led to the decline of invertebrate
is marginal, reef gleaning is an indispensable stocks in most areas threatening the
source of protein and other nutrients for sustainability of gleaning fisheries.
Philippine coastal communities.
- ACTION IS NEEDED.
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e Formulate local policies
to regulate gleaning
effort and catches

e Identify “no entry” areas

e Implement “size limits”

Cereals, 46% PROTEIN INTAKE for high-value species

e Encourage less
destructive methods of
gathering
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e Provide viable alternative
livelihood options
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o Make species inventory
& catch assessment a
regular collaborative
activity between local
government, academe,

and local communities
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